SAM 1066: Flying restrictions at the first Middle Wallop meeting of 2019

The possibility that we may be back on Middle Wallop within a couple of months is clearly great news and it is hoped that this will be the start of another long stay at this superb airfield.  As this note is written we are of a view that the chances of it coming off are greater than 50% though right now we are still not clear of the financial liability on SAM1066 and are seeking additional clarification of the charges.  However, assuming that we do get the offer and we feel that it’s affordable, 27th April will see us back on the ‘drome.

As has been mentioned in recent editions of NC, we are going to have to be on our best behaviour and maximise our efforts to avoid having models fly away.  In the past it is probable that most of us have stood and watched as models, either our own or maybe those of others, have flown away either due to the lack of any DT mechanism or perhaps a DT malfunction.  Well from now on we have to raise our game – the Authorities are fully aware of the way we fly free flight and that there are risks, and we have to be able to clearly demonstrate to them that we are adopting best practice to minimise the risk of our models flying out of the airfield to alleviate their major concerns. 

Flyers must be able to show those working at the SAM 1066 Control Desk that their models have reliable & operable DT mechanisms fitted and assure Control that they will be set for use on every flight.

For the April 27th meeting we are due to be observed by staff of the airfield authorities, whilst those of us checking the models will be doing it for the first time other than when we’ve done our own and this may put us under considerable pressure.  For these reasons we will be imposing an additional restriction in that the only models that may be flown are those that are being flown in the day’s contest classes.  

Sport and trimming flyers may feel that this restriction is unfair, but it is being imposed because we believe this will maximise our chances of successfully demonstrating to the authorities that we are policing the event in the most rigorous way possible and thus setting the ground for the next meeting & beyond.  

In practice, if we find that the first meeting is a success and incident-free, then we will consider relaxing the restriction for future Middle Wallop days but this decision has to be evidence-based.

For completeness, an amended copy of the previously published rules for flying free flight at Middle Wallop for 2019 is appended to & forms part of this note.

Rules for operation at Middle Wallop in 2019 – applicable to 27th April meeting
(i) For all models, SAM1066 will apply the 250 gram rule which exempts model aircraft   from any proposed drone regulations that encompass aeromodelling. Simply put – this means that all models flown on the field must weigh less than 250 grams.

(ii) For ALL models, the fitting & use of an operable DETHERMALISER (DT) is mandatory for all flights – clockwork or (preferably) RDT.  The use of a fuse DT is not permitted.
(iii) For models entered in competitions.

For all comps, the max will be limited to 2 minutes or less dependent on conditions prevailing on the day. For all flights the DT must be set to operate at, or earlier than the max time set on the day. Only models entered in a competition are allowed to fly, inclusive of trimming flights.
All competition fly-offs will be subject to the timing procedure known as “DT Flyoff” ie the flight will to be timed to the ground and a deduction made of two times any overrun of the DT time set by the CD.

For ALL models & fliers

(iv) All models must carry name & address label with full contact details (Name, address, mobile and/or landline number) in a visible position.

(v) All models must carry BMFA membership number in a visible position.

(vi) BMFA membership cards must be shown on entry to the field.

(vii) Random checks will be carried out during the day. Anyone found to be infringing any of the above rules will be asked to leave the field.

(viii) Checks will be made throughout the day on wind speed & direction.  Should the wind speed and / or direction change such as to cause potential problems of keeping models on the field, the organisers reserve the right to take appropriate action which may result in a change of location or worst case, in the cessation of flying for the remainder of the day.
General

(ix) BMFA members who just wish to watch the days flying are most welcome but will be requested to pay the field entry fee levied on the day.

Non BMFA members who are accompanying a BMFA member will be permitted entry. at no cost.

(x) The proposed competition schedule for this meeting comprises:

Vintage Coupe; Under 50” Vintage / Classic Open Glider (Towline); Combined Vintage/Classic up to 36” Hi-Start Glider, Mini-Vintage, Under 25” Vintage Rubber, Vintage Lightweight Rubber.
