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Editorial
Here we go again, as I start to write this editorial it’s snowing outside with a good covering on
the lawn, does not bring flying models to mind at all.
Right, what have we got this issue, first to appear in my email in-box was the continuation of
Nick Peppiatt’s Co2 motor articles, for those of us who were not too sure how the motors
worked, we ought to be wiser now.
There was a bit of a delay in the appearance of any more clarion fodder in my in-box so that
gave me time to dig out some more of the old Pylonius articles. Most of us old fuddy duddies
can remember the era he refers to but it’s quite surprising how a lot of his stuff can still be
equated to today’s situations.
The next thing to appear in the in-box was Roy Vaughn’s engine tuning piece for the AP15. I
must confess that I had never heard of the motor but scratching around I found a recent
Aeromodeller test on the latest version. Just goes to show how well I read my Aeromodellers.
I wanted to use some of the aeromodeller data to supplement Roy’s article and as it had been
published in the re-incarnated magazine I thought it best to seek permission to use it. A quick
email to Andrew Boddington brought an immediate positive response together with useable
files of the data to make my task easier (thanks Andrew).
I then popped in another Paper Airplane from Nick Robinsons book. I still do not know if anyone
is trying them out as I have had no feedback as yet.
Still scratching for content I weighed in myself, having made my first indoor foray of 2018 to
the Thorns meeting. The meet turned out to be more of a social gathering with chit-chat the
order of the day. I myself only made 6 flights during the afternoon, two with a radio model
and 4 with an old EZB. I was lucky with the EZB as the first full turns attempt hung up on the
furry end of a piece of rope dangling from a roof truss. How the rope got up there is any ones’
guess, but I was lucky to pole it down. The model ran into it with the prop which stopped
immediately, if the prop had kept turning for a few revs the ensuing tangle would have meant
destruction of the model with the pole.
I found a small Super Tigre engine test, I was unaware of this .94cc engine.
Dick Twomey had penned a piece for an English language magazine in Mauritius and thought the
historic content might also be of interest to us.
The new Vintage Coupe League is reported by Gavin Manion, I think I will have to try and build
one myself although I do not seem to have the drive to build anything these days.
Still being light on content, and having only one taker providing old photographs, I have banged
in another wad of pics from my own album. There may be some that have been used before as
I have no record of usage, but I doubt you will remember.
I pinched another article from an old Aeromodeller Annual, my go to source when content is
slow appearing then Roy Tiller’s column continuing his research into Peerless Models turned up.
Roy is beginning to getting feed-back from his requests for info and there is yet more to come
it seems.
The one and only old photograph that appeared in my in-box was used, together with the email’s
meagre content, to constructed an article. You’ve got to be keen to fly in the conditions shown
in this picture.
As usual our secretary’s report together with the plans of the month wrap up this February
issue.
Roll on some decent flying weather for the first area events.

Editor
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Indoor isn’t for Everyone Pt.19

-

Nick Peppiatt

CO2 Motors Part 3
More on the Brown CO2 motors – the Brown patents

Drawings from US patent no 2588478,
filed 27th November 1946, showing the ball valve arrangement.
In further correspondence with Chris Hutchinson he gave a reference to one of Bill Brown’s
patents. I had not realised that US patents, at least, are readily available online, so I was able
to download an earlier one, US2588478 and extract the figures. The purpose of patent
drawings is to illustrate the claimed inventive steps and so they are not necessarily working
engineering ones.
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With that proviso, the figures above clearly show the ball valve, 40, contacting a seat, 35, that
is integral with the cylinder, as shown in the photographs of the BJ .005 last month. The
cylinder is threaded into the crankcase and the motor speed is controlled by screwing it in and
out to adjust the lift of the ball valve by the push rod on top of the piston, 44. The rotation
of the cylinder is prevented by a locking ring, 28, which is a feature of the OK, the 1940s
Brown and the later Gasparin motors.
Last month I speculated that the BJ .005 now in Chris’s possession might be the one featured
in John Stennard’s 1972 AeroModeller article. He has pointed out that this is not the case.
The number on John’s motor was 279, as reported in his article, whereas the number on Chris’s
is 977.

Drawings from US patent no 3703848,
filed 14th September 1970, showing improved valve seats.
The later patent US3703848, that Chris referred me to, shows some of the features
incorporated in the Brown MJ70 and MJ140 motors. The valve seat integral with the top of
the cylinder shown in Fig. 2 looks fiendishly complex to manufacture and maintain. Of more
significance are the separate valve seats, 64 and 67, shown in Fig. 3 and Fig. 4, which, in the
patent, are described as being ‘comprised of plastic material or metal’. The MJ engines have
separate white plastic seats, which, I think, are acetal resin. The cylinder locking ring is
dispensed with, as the bottom of the cylinder has splits, 42, and is flared to give a friction fit
of the thread. Interestingly, the plastic type piston, with the integral sealing lip is not shown
in the patent drawings.
This patent does not deal with the problem that the feed pipe to the top of the cylinder has
to be twisted when the motor speed is adjusted. The Brown motors clearly underwent continual
development during their production runs. I have two MJ140s. The earlier one has the copper
feed pipe soldered to the brass cylinder cap and then spiralled round to give limited cylinder
rotational movement. The later one has a sealed rotational joint, making the cylinder cap far
easier to remove, but more likely to leak!
See photo below.
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Brown MJ140s, showing differences
in the attachment of the feed pipe to the cylinder head

Equipment required to improve valve seat sealing
shown with Telco valve seat and 3/32” dia ball.

Maintenance of CO2 motors
I am enjoying this foray into this subject. It has given me a good excuse to dig out, oil up and
run my motley collection of CO2 motors. A very useful article ‘CO2 Engine Maintenance’ by Maris
Disler was published in the July 2017 edition of AeroModeller containing many hints, including
improving the metal ball /metal seat valve sealing used in the OK motor and the early Brown
motors and as shown in the figures from the earlier patent above. More recent motors, of
course, have hard plastic valve seats, as already described. One thing I found with several
motors using a hard plastic valve seat was that the ball valve seal was good at the start of the
run, but was leaking towards the end of it. This is probably not surprising as at the start of
the run the higher pressure on the ball will distort the seat surface enough to seal well, but as
the gas pressure reduces there is less force on the ball to do this. The plastic seat seal can be
improved using the following method, which I first came across in an article ‘Hot Hints for CO2’
by Steve Philpott published in the July 1986 edition of AeroModeller.
The procedure is to gently tap the valve ball smeared with toothpaste into the valve seat using
a light hammer and a suitable punch, see photo above. The ball needs to be repositioned after
each tap. As something like 50 such taps are recommended, it is rather a mind numbing process,
so you have to be in the mood. I got away with about 40 taps on a couple of valve seats the
other day, which gave a significant improvement. This is best done in a shoe box lid, or similar,
to minimise the possibility of the tiny ball escaping. Before reassembly the parts need to be
thoroughly cleaned and lubricated with light oil.
KeilKraft CO2 Motor
In response to my request last month our arch archivist, Roy Tiller, kindly emailed me with
the details of this motor as published in the 1949 KeilKraft handbook, which are similar to
those in the Aeromodeller advertisement. Unfortunately, the David Baker Heritage Library
does not have a copy of the 1948 KeilKraft catalogue, so if you have one spare, you know
where it would find a good home.

Post Script:

Nick Peppiatt

Crawley meeting 2018

Don’t forget the annual SEBFMA Free Flight Indoor meeting at the K2 Leisure Centre,
Crawley on Sunday 4th February.
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Extracts from Aeromodellers December 1957 & March 1977

Electrifying
As a. so-called model humorist I take off my tattered cap arid bells to a witty word spinner of the first Teddy Boy era. Back in the year
1909 a certain Mr. Cannon had the gentle readers of those pioneer days exploding in bewhiskered mirth at his straight-faced skit on
the new-fangled model flying.
Taking the rise out of the lack of rise exhibited by the india-rubber-powered models our whimsical friend introduced his super scientific
electric model, complete with cardboard cut-out wing and a wing loading per cardboard square foot that would stagger a supersonic
fighter. Climb was achieved by a new and revolutionary process —a tall pair of steps, while the d/t apparatus was simple in design and
faultless in execution: a long piece of string.
An unusual feature of the model was the absence of a rudder. This omission being possibly due to the fact that the builder hadn't the
strength to cut this out of corrugated iron after twisting his solid oak propeller into shape.
Perhaps a more practical model would have been the camphor ball special. Instead of the wing being cut out of a plain piece of
cardboard, a more scientific principle is used: successive laminations of cornflake cartons. The cartons used should comprise a
complete set, so that in the event of the model crashing, the wing can be carefully unglued and sent away in exchange for a spaceman's
helmet.
For the fuselage, the planks of stout timbers can be replaced by a length of 3 in. galvanised iron piping. A chamber—non domestic—
is located at the tail end to receive the heated camphor balls. The wing should be mounted parasol fashion.
Any good quality umbrella can be used for this purpose, although a walking stick type is recommended so that the handle might be
utilised for short passenger trips. No propeller is required as the machine operates entirely upon the moth induction principle; for the
sake of appearances a dummy can be fitted. Be sure, however, to remove the ring from same before twisting into shape.
Owing to high all-up weight, some difficulty may be experienced in launching. Therefore, to make your helper heave, add more camphor
balls.
Branching Out
We modellers have been exhorted to get together more. Great though the gulf that divides the free flighter from control liner, and indoor
flyer from the radio pylon fan, we are brothers under the skin, be it microfilm, tissue or plastic, all sharing a common pursuit.
Quite right, too, I thought. That radio flyer may not be a rich banker or the bloke who robs him, but just an ordinary poor bloke like
myself who just happens to keep his wife very firmly in her financial place. And that control line chap; he may be quite civilised really - might
listen to Beethoven and read poetry. Who knows? They may be approachable. Why not give it a try?
Nothing lost, I took the plunge. Holding my rubber model as a badge of identity I strode boldly over to the group of radio flyers.
"Good afternoon . . ."
" You can't fly that thing here. This is strictly radio."
"I had no intention of doing so. I. . . ."
"Come to that, you have no right to be on the take-off area at all. It says it quite clearly in the flying field rules: flyers and helpers only."
"But I come in a spirit of detante."
"I don't care what fuel you're using. pxxx Off."
Bloody but unbowed, I next made my way to the control line circle.
"Good afternoon."
"Can't you see I'm lap counting."
"Well, I only want to ask a few friendly questions."
" You won't if you stand there. You need a head for that sort of thing."
"Sorry. I was only trying to find out what C/L is all about."
"That's all right. Come back when we're not so busy."
Not all that encouraged by my progress so far, and not wishing to look in on the Indoor flyers in case I opened the door too quickly and
brought about a general catastrophe. I decided that 'togetherness' between the various branches of the hobby needed the services of a
Kissinger if any sort of rapport was possible. Meantime it was back to the old desperate factions and the usual acres of flying field
betwixt our pet obsessions.
Narrow Mindedness
One particular authority, floundering about in the mire of bureaucratic restriction, has introduced a 'toy size' limit of 36in. wing span on
model aircraft using its open spaces. This is something of a blow, particularly in these days of high aspect ratios, but the ruling, however
silly, could be taken as a challenge. It is surely not beyond the ingenuity of model flyers who get out of sight flights on 10grammes of
rubber strip, to produce a viable Wakefield or A/2 within that span limit. Could be the basis of an exciting club contest - or even a
national one.

Pylonius
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Tuning an AP15 Hornet

-

Roy Vaughn

The AP15 Hornet for Classic Power
It was probably the late John Thompson who first drew my attention to the AP15 Hornet. At
the time I was looking for a more powerful motor for my Classic power models to replace the
OS10's I had used up until then. Its specification was promising with an ABC piston-liner, twin
ballraces and modern porting system. Even more interestingly it cost only £18 from HobbyKing,
so I ordered one out of curiosity. It is promoted by HobbyKing as the antidote to electric
power for R/C models and therefore comes with throttle and silencer. Note that there are
two versions of the motor, an 09 and a 15, which appear to differ only in the bore of the liner.
The motor is very compact suggesting that it started as an 09. Stretching it to a full 2.5cc
appears to have been impossible and the actual capacity of the "15" is only 2.3cc.
The silencer is a small drum
attached to the back of the
engine where it simply
screws
into
the
rear
exhaust stack. The outlet
from
the
drum
to
atmosphere is a small tube
(the knurled fitting at the
bottom of the drum) with a
bore of only 4mm.
One
would think that this
feature alone would restrict
the performance, and it
does. Running on an APC 7x4
and 10% nitro fuel it
AP15 Hornet as received
achieved 15,200 rpm which
compares with a (smaller
capacity) OS10LA at 16,300.
Fortunately, there is a lot of opportunity for tuning. First went the silencer which yielded an
additional 2000rpm at a stroke. The throttle assembly was then replaced by a large bore
venturi for operation on bladder pressure and the head replaced with a version to suit the
Nelson plug. Finally, the engine was run on 40% nitro fuel. This resulted in 20,600rpm on the
APC 7x4. According to the prop calibration curves published in the April 1994 Aeromodeller,
this is a power improvement approaching 200%. In this state it was good enough for second
place in Classic power at the 2015 Nats in a Dixielander, flying against Mike Quinn's missilelike Creep. More experience has shown that an APC 7x3 is a better prop for a less draggy
model like the Creep.
Externally the motor looks like a quality product and the inside is equally good. The fits and
finishes are beyond reproach in all four of my engines. How even the Chinese can do it for the
price is beyond me. No expense has been spared on the needle assembly which is O-ring sealed
and includes a right-angle joint which allows the business end to be positioned well away from
the prop. I was able to re-use the body of the NVA in a more conventional layout screwed
directly into the side of the new pressure venturi: new needle assemblies can cost as much as
this motor! The silencer pressure nipple was also re-used as the attachment for the flood-off
line. In the modified state the weight is only 122 grams.
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More performance could possibly be extracted,
for instance by fitting high quality bearings, but
there is no pressing need with the present Classic
engine run. All-in-all the AP15 is a remarkable
engine considering the price, even though this has
crept up to the £30 mark with the Brexit bonus!
With silencer
and throttle,
standard head,
10% nitro

As first
column
but
without
silencer

APC 7x4

15,200

17,300

18,100

20,600

APC 7x3

17,700

20,400

21,100

23,900

AP15 tuned
version

As
With Nelson plug
previous
and pressure
column
venturi, 40%
but 40%
nitro
nitro

(Editor) The following data is for comparison purposes
This data is from tests on the later AP15 Yellow Jacket in the Aeromodeller November 2016

These curves of BHP against RPM
were produced with a range of
Aeromodeller standardised test
propellers, and are from the article
in the April 1994 Aeromodeller
referred to in the text above.
Once again they are for comparison
purposes.
This data is reproduced courtesy of
the ‘Aeromodeller’, the magazine
devoted to Free-Flight.
It is published monthly and details
may be found on:

http://www.aeromodeller.com
Roy Vaughn
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Paper Airplane: Avion

-

Nick Robinson
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From the book ‘Paper Airplanes’ by Nick Robinson
Copyright © 1991Quintet Publishing Limited
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording
or otherwise, without the permission of the copyright holder.

Nick Robinson
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January at Thorns Indoors

-

John Andrews

A quick zip along the A45, A46, M40,
M42, A491 up Quarry Bank and into the
Thorns Leisure Centre sports hall for the
first of the South Birmingham’s indoor
meetings of 2018.
The first 1/4hr is for lightweight radio
so plenty of time for me to set up my FF
table and make an entry in my brand new
flight record book for 2018.
Then out with my lightweight radio model,
not strictly mine as it was actually given
to Rachel by Terry Beeze, who presumably had had enough of it. I can understand why, as now
I have flown it a few times, the trolling back and forth with only rudder control gets a little
tedious. Mind you, with ceiling lights and my somewhat dicky eyesight, flights can get a little
exciting at times. On the plus side one can only marvel at the intricate nature of the model and
wonder how they can be produced at the price.
For my models for the day I had opened up the
garage, selected the first indoor box to hand, lifted
the lid to check there were models in it and dumped
it into the back of the car. It turned out that I had
selected my EZB box and opening the box at Thorns
revealed two fuselages and three wings. I cannot
remember how long ago it was that I last used the
contents and, as there were no markings on the
components that made sense, I took out one
fuselage and guessed which wing might match.
Next problem was motor size, I only had my new
record book with me without any entries so it was
guessing again. I opted for a 14” loop of .080” and
put the model together. I wound on 5 or 600 turns
and launched the model. Wonders will never cease,
the combination worked perfectly and no
adjustments were required. I had a lazy afternoon
and only made 4 flights: the test flight; a hang-up on
I return to base
a piece of rope around a roof truss; followed by 2
with my EZB
flights just short of 4 minutes. I did get out the
second fuselage but the fin had become detached so
I fixed it and then put it back in the box because I
made a mess of the job.
Sandwiches, a cup of tea and a few more forays with
the little radio model completed my afternoon.
Rachel, with Pat (her on the door) Shepherd, seen
here discussing genealogy. The good lady did find time
to circulate and get a few pictures of some of the
attendees and their models. Not all are known to us.
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Colin Shepherd & Alan Price discuss
the merits of their models,

Mike Brown winds his ½ scale ‘Jaguar’ Wakefield

Colin’s ½ scale ‘Gordon Light’ Wakefield was flying like it was on rails, Alans cabin model not
so much, kept spiralling in at the end of the power run.

Eric Hawthorn fits prop to a ‘Living Room Stick’

Rob Newton airing his ‘Gyminnie Cricket’

Eric Hawthorn’s ‘Living Room Stick’ models were going well even tho’ one had lost one of its twin
fins. Rob Newton was flying a ‘Gyminnie Cricket’, these models seem to be the bread and butter
of indoor duration and are a perfect jumping off point for duration flying.
The standard kit cricket will achieve about 1min in the average sports hall.
Then improvements such as airfoil sections on wing
and tail, lighter covering material (Wilco food bag
plastic) & reduced material sizes will get you past the
2min mark. And finally the 3gm BMFA rules version
using good light wood and Mylar covering will bring
durations up to the 4minute mark.
Mick Chilton chats with
a couple of newcomers

To sum up the afternoon, there was much more
chatting than flying but after all we had not met since
well before Christmas.

John Andrews
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Engine Analysis: Super Tigre G32

-

Aeromodeller Annual 1959-60

Aeromodeller Annual 1959-60
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Solstice

-

Dick Twomey, Mauritius

Story of a Solstice in the Land of the Midnight Sun
Dick Twomey, Aeronautical Society of Mauritius
I was reminded recently that 21/22 December was our “longest day” (not because of its
closeness to the date of the No.18 Elections!), but because the BBC last week made a great
occasion out of the Other Hemisphere’s shortest time between sunrise and sunset. So what is
a “solstice”? My dictionary says it is “either of the two times a year when the sun is at its
greatest distance from the celestial equator”. Is this interesting? We who live at a latitude
of only 21 Degrees South experience only a small difference in the hours of daylight between
our summer and winter, but for the folks whose homes lie at far higher latitudes the contrast
of these seasons is enormous, and a solstice there does matter.
Some years ago I had been posted to Berlin by my employer British Airways, and spent 10
interesting years in what was in fact walled-in and Russian tank-surrounded Cold War “West
Berlin”. I got very fond of the beleaguered citizens of that half-city, whose only access to the
rest of West Germany and the free world during that time - as older readers may rememberwas by flying through the Potsdam Agreement’s Berlin Air Corridors over Communist East
Germany with BA, Panam, AF or other airline companies of the WWII allied nations. As a result,
I found it not at all surprising that most West-Berliners appreciated very much any chance
that was offered to take holidays and to visit the world outside their restricted “island”.
As BA pilots, our bread-and-butter German domestic
flights connected W Berlin’s Tegel Airport with
Hannover in the north, Dusseldorf and Cologne in the
centre of West Germany, and Stuttgart in the south.
Panam and others looked after Frankfurt, Munich etc.
Flights along these air corridors were permitted
through the workings of the Berlin Air Safety Centre,
where representatives from the USA, France and UK
had to “notify” each flight to their opposite number
from Russia. The corridors had a height limit of only
10,000 ft and were surveyed night and day by Allied
radar. Overhead the Russian Migs patrolled, watching
for deviations and ready to escort any wanderer quickly
to a nearby E German airport. A diplomatic incident
would then surely follow.
Better-off West Berliners rejoiced in their annual
holidays, and were forever looking out for new
destinations in which to relax. So it happened that a goahead travel agency came up with the idea of capitalizing
on the unusual meteorological conditions of the high
Summer Solstice season , i.e a period of several weeks
either side of the 21st June. Their advertisements, like
“Erleben Sie eine Nacht, in der es nicht dunkel wird”
(“Live through a night which will NOT become dark!”)
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This attracted many customers, who then paid a lot of Deutschmarks (pre-Euro days) in order
to lose a complete night’s sleep! I flew two of these “ballades” to and from Tromso (69 Degrees
N) in North Norway, enjoying the experience as much as our customers did.
Taking off at 8:30p.m. local time our Boeing 737 was packed full, and each flight took a little
over 3 hours. We flew NW to Denmark and then due north overflying Oslo, then Trondheim,
turning finally NE to cross the over the Arctic Circle and onwards to the icy city of Tromso
lying between snow-streaked mountains and the grey waters of the fjords. Our landing was
met by a pleasant Tourism Guide, who then spent 3 - 4 hours showing us around the city… It
would be well after midnight by now but we were always in broad daylight. We learned that in
the Northern Summer the sun would not set for period of some two-and-a-half months … and
to balance this out …the golden orb would not rise in the mid-winter for an equally long period.
Of course then comes the inevitable question: “What on earth do the 64,000 people who live
in Tromso do with themselves?”, to which our Guide is quick to respond (she has obviously been
asked this many times before): “Ah well, in summer we fish and make love….. In winter it’s too
dark to fish!”
Good repartee, even if there is no proof of its truth in the size of the average Norwegian
family unit. Other activities do in fact abound, making Tromso a highly sought after tourist
destination, especially in the cold dark winters! So here’s to the “solstices”, and to their
measurement of how the world goes round, even if we don’t notice them much in Mauritius!
We got back to Berlin at about 7:30 the next morning. The same sun was still there.

Dick Twomey
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Aircraft Described: Fairey Fox

-

Aero Modeller January 1963
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G R Duval, Aero Modeller January 1963
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Vintage Coupe League

-

Gavin Manion

The 2018 Vintage Coupe League is underway and the
first event is behind us. The first meeting, Coupe de
Brum at North Luffenham, mustered 11 entries so the
available points were not easily earned for the top
three finishers.
Winner
Second.
Third.

Chris Redrup –
Bill Dennis Gerry Ferer -

3points,
2 points,
1 point.

There are four more events to go and there is plenty
of time to get that new Vintage Coupe built and
trimmed before the second event, the SAM1066 meet
on 17th June on Salisbury plain.

Place

Competitor

Brian Stichbury’s ‘Machoan’

2018 Vintage Coupe League Table
Coupe de
SAM1066
SAM1066
Crookham
Brum
1
2
3

Croydon
Coupe Europa

Total
Points
3

1

Chris Redrup

2

Bill Dennis

2

2

3

Gerry Ferer

1

1

Gavin Manion
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More from the Photo Album

-

John Andrews

My request for photographs from other modellers’ vintage photograph albums seems to have
fallen on stony ground so you only have yourselves to blame for a second helping from my old
album.
In the 50’s, before HM Forces got me in their grasp, I was well into the popular form of flying
at that time, namely control line flying. My club, Rugby MESAS, had the use of the local St
Andrews Rugby Club sports field on Sunday mornings and a number of us would be there every
weekend. Also we were in demand for exhibition flying at one or two garden fetes, folks did
not seem to worry about engine noise in those heady bygone days.

John Andrews
Stunt King Frog500

Laurie Moon
Small Fry K 1.9

Jim Whitehorne
Musketeer Frog500

Gerald Jeanes
Skystreak 40 Eta29

Tommy Forrest
Dervish Elfin 1.8

Ken Marriott
? ED3.46 Hunter

The demonstration team for various garden fetes.

Health and Safety would have a fit these days with often nothing between us flyers and the
public. At best a bit of tape on bamboo stakes lining the flying circle. At one event I was flying
my Stunt King when the control horn pulled out of the soft balsa elevator and I was left without
control. The model gradually developed oscillations and, although attempts were made to throw
rags at the motor to no avail, the Stunt King eventually ploughed into the ground at full bore.
Exit one Stunt King.
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After my demob from National Service in 1956, I took up where I left off and control/line
flying was still my main obsession, although radio control was beginning to grab my attention.
The club still demonstrated at fetes, and at some fetes, if there was an adjacent field, John
Bickerstaffe would fly a tuned reed radio model with an open topped box strapped to the top
wing surface and fly over the crowd, do a roll showering toffees down on the kids below, H&S
nightmare again.

Yours truly with mate Ian retiring from the demonstration
area at a fete in the late 50’s held in the Whitehall Road park
behind the war memorial gates in the center of Rugby. My model was powered by a Yulon 49
which eventually blew its head off, shearing at the multiple exhaust port holes.
We also were keen on C/L combat flying which surfaced in the same era, and our Sunday
morning sessions on the football field were mainly occupied with this type of flying.

Here we have a couple of my combat models, I wish I had managed
to retain that BMFA number. We did compete in one or two rallies
and Ian seemed to last longer in the eliminations than I did,
although quite often he finished up flying one of my models as the rest had been destroyed.
The picture on the right is of ‘The Three Musketeers’: myself; John Bickerstaffe; Ian Lomas
gathered for a picture after a Sunday morning session, the oil stained clothing was the uniform
of the times.
C/L aerobatics was not neglected, here
is a pic of a couple of our stunt jobs. I
flew in the Gold Trophy at the nationals
a few times to no great effect I must
add.
Somebody else please send in a few pics.

John Andrews
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Streamlining

-

Aeromodeller Annual 1959-60
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Aeromodeller Annual 1959-60
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The DBHLibrary (Magazines)

–

Roy Tiller

Report No. 84. Name not known, continued.
Continuing with Peerless Models but first more on the history of Wolverhampton Models and
Hobbies with this communication from Keith Garbett.
“Wolverhampton Models and Hobbies were in the model shop directory of the 1959-1960
Aeromodeller Annual, the address was Farmers Fold and was listed as Staffordshire, as the
West Midlands did not exist then. The move to Bell Street was in the mid 1960`s. Then they
moved to Summer Meadow in the 1980`s and closed in the late 1990`s.
Bill was always supportive of the Clubs in the local area and the clubs helped with the moves.”

To recap, the proprietor of Wolverhampton Models & Hobbies was Bill Daniels and it was his
son, Robert, who ran Peerless Models from 103 Wolverhampton Street, Walsall.
Keith Garbett advises that the Peerless Models designs were by various local modellers.

We have two more Peerless plans since last month, the Javelin 37” wing span rubber power
model and the Taylorcraft 30” scale model for Electric power using a Mabuchi AI unit. The
Mabuchi unit was advertised in Aeromodeller December 1975, but I have found no advert for
the Taylorcraft kit, so cannot give it a date.
Thank you to Martin Ambrose and Adrian Culf for the plans.
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The plans of Javelin and Taylorcraft have been passed to Derick Scott and will hopefully
appear in his list once he has had time to digitise and weave his magic over them. Here is the
updated list of known Peerless Models designs and plan availability. As usual, if you have, or
know of a source of, any of the missing plans please get in touch.
Peerless Model Kits
Ganymede
Marinda
Ricktica
Sky Queen
Chuck It
Thermal King
Zoomer, V Tail
Yardstick
Peregrine
Predator
Javelin
Easi Flyer
Ring Leader
Little Miss Philly
Taylorcraft

Span
38
38
38
36
12
18
24
36
33
21
37
?
21
32
30

Type
Power
Power
Power
Glider
Hlg
Hlg
Hlg/Clg
Glider
Glider
Control Line
Rubber
Rubber Stick
Control Line
Electric
Electric

Construction
Built Up
Built Up
Built Up
Built Up
All Sheet
All Sheet
All Sheet
All Sheet
Built Up
All Sheet
Built Up
All Sheet
All Sheet
Built Up
Built Up

First Advert Found
Am Jan 1977
Am Jan 1977
Am Jan 1977
Am Jan 1977
Am Jan 1977
Am Jan 1977
Am Jan 1977
Am Jan 1977
Am Dec 1978
Am Mar 1979
Am Apr 1980 P231
Am Apr 1980 P191

Plan From
D. Scott
D. Scott
D. Scott
D. Scott

D. Scott

D. Scott

Just as I thought I had wound things up for this month, a pleasant surprise arrived in the
post.
Peerless Models staff
on a “Works Outing”
to Old Warden 1977.

On the left Robert Daniels and on the right, Ian James
Thank you to Ian who sent a letter and photos, more of which next month
Contact- Roy Tiller, tel 01202 511309, email roy.tiller@ntlworld.com

Roy Tiller
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Sunshine & Showers

-

Mick Chilton

Model flying is not always a nice day out in the sunshine,
there can be showers.

The place is RAF Henlow in 1982 at the international coupe contest.
Can tell you for sure it was pelting it down with rain
and poor old Eric Hawthorn is trying to keep the model dry.
I know it looks dark but it was actually light enough to fly.
And after all that effort a certain Mr J O’Donnell won the fly off.

Mick Chilton

29

Secretary’s Notes February 2018

-

Roger Newman

Another quiet month as to be expected in the dull & dark days of January, but a little look
forward to the first Area meeting on 18th February which effectively signals the start of the
2018 competition season. The opening events are:
F1A(SMAE), F1G (Plugge), Combined Power (White), Combined Rubber, Combined Glider, Combined Electric, E36
(Plugge), Mini Vintage (Plugge), HLG/CLG.
As per Free Flight Tech Committee notes - the 2018 Calendar will include a Combined Rubber,
Combined Glider, Combined Power, Combined Electric and HLG/CLG event at all eight Area
Competitions in 2018. To encourage increased participation a Championship in each class will be
awarded at the end of the year based on Senior Championship points with the best five scores
out of eight to count.
So time to dust off those models, banish winter blues & get out for a bit of exercise. The only
comp missing is a rise off water, which at this time of year could be highly appropriate for
Beaulieu!
A question of canards
The publication in last month’s NC of Bill Deans little canard chuckie sparked my attention,
having built a canard chuckie published around 1947 in an American magazine & converted it to
catapult launch. For the life of me, I can’t remember its name or the publication, but I still
have the model & it is very stable, albeit not possessed of a brilliant glide performance.
However, it set me thinking about building another larger canard. I have previously built & lost
two McCannard 27s & a Quack – all of which flew very well & again were extremely stable. At
this point, I have to confess to also building an ED powered Ascender designed by Jim Fullerton
& to my chagrin, failing dismally to get it to perform. More due to my incompetence rather than
the design I fear. This prompted a search through our plan list, knowing we had several models
listed. In the end I found 10 rubber, 8 power & 10 gliders. Having built & flown canard power
models, these were temporarily ignored, likewise the rubber powered models as they hold no
real interest for me. That left the gliders & amongst these was an Egret designed by Dick
Twomey in 1949. At approx 40” span, this fitted the bill for bungee launch & has the desirable
feature of a KSB timer to provide a dt on the foreplane a feature missing from my McCannards,
hence their loss. A quick email to Dick elicited the response that it was a good performer,
although a “bit twitchy” on tow. It’s now on the build list but will it survive bungee launching?
It also set off another channel of thought on why canards have not been pursued for
competition models, as interestingly quite a few modellers obviously have designed them but
never seemingly developed any particular model beyond a single design iteration? The list of
designers includes Radoslav Cizek, who produced some fine models, including La Mouette. Does
this indicate that the canard cannot be considered as a sufficiently good performer to win
competitions? If anyone has an enlightened views, maybe a letter to our Editor?
Ramblings
During this month, we wrapped up contributions from a variety of modellers derived from the
sale of models & other modelling goods from the estate of our late Chairman & were able to
donate over £850 to Naomi House Childrens Charity, as nominated by John. We also know that
other funds have been contributed to the same cause through the efforts of Flitehook &
others, to push the total well over £1200. So many thanks to all those who contributed to a
very worthy cause – we are most appreciative as is Anne Thompson, who acknowledged our
efforts with a very kind letter of thanks, as did Naomi House.

30

The Aquarius progresses at a slow but steady rate. Wings & tailplane are complete, covered &
doped. The fuselage is ready for final finishing once the model has been balanced up. Weighing
the assembled model at this stage gave a weight of approx 350 grams, which I thought was a
bit heavy. But no – Tony Shepherd kindly dug out the Aeromodeller review & their finished
model came out at 550 grams. I estimate I will need about 120 – 150 grams of lead in the nose
to get to the correct CG, so it isn’t too bad after all. Next on the list is the electric Orion
(West Wings) – being built to test one of Alan Bond’s latest electronic timers that has a default
facility to trigger the dt servo in the event of an RDT failure. Not sure yet how it works, but
I guess all will be revealed in due course.
The London Model Show has come & gone. The BMFA stand was supported by folk from the
London & Southern Area under the supervision of Mannie Williamson. In spite of inclement
weather, attendance was pretty reasonable with ample visitors to the stand. Mostly they fall
into two categories – grey haired variety generally reminiscing & pleased to see “proper” models
or a rather younger variety interested to know where they could buy one! Models were supplied
mainly from the Southern Area guys plus an F1C from Ken Faux. This was his 2013 World
Championship model & is a magnificent example of modelling to a very high standard, to which
many of us may aspire but very few achieve.

Set up in progress

Ready to go
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Ray & Peter admiring the view

Large & Small

A variety on show
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CO2 models from Pete Shelton

Photos – what does one do with photos, particularly when they have not been annotated with
any text? I have boxes of them, donated by various modellers over the years & am loath to
dispose of them but they do take up an awful lot of room. However, there are several, from
the late Keith Miller which do have notes, these are in addition to the set provided to our
editor that appear in the NC at frequent intervals. Most are concerned with Croydon Club
activities some 60+ years ago. Amongst them are some energetic activities of our esteemed
Treasurer, included here for your entertainment!

Ed on parade

Energetic heave No 1

Roger Newman

Energetic heave No 2
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Plans for the month

-

Roger Newman

Well, as canards appear above, we have to provide examples:
Glider:
Has to be the Egret by Dick Twomey, designed in 1949 & redrawn in 2003 by Dick.

Power:
Likewise has to be the Ascender, published in July’51 Aeromodeller.
Mine came out very back end heavy with an ED Bee, so needing much lead up front & a nose
dive destroyed the front end of the fuselage. Given up as a bad job.
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Rubber:
One from France by A Wattayne – the Avion canard.
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Provisional Events Calendar 2018
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

February 18th

Sunday

BMFA 1st Area Competitions

March 4th
March 25th
March 30th

Sunday
Sunday
Friday

BMFA 2nd Area Competitions
BMFA 3rd Area Competitions
Northern Gala, North Luffenham

April 2nd

Monday

April 28/29th

Sat/Sunday

May 20th
May 26th
May 27th
May 28th

Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

June 17th
June 24th

Sunday
Sunday

SAM1066 Meeting, Salisbury Plain
BMFA 5th Area Competitions

July 8th
July 15th
July 21st/22nd

Sunday
Sunday
Saturday/Sunday

BMFA 6th Area Competitions
SAM1066 Meeting, Salisbury Plain
East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

August 18th

Saturday

September 2nd Sunday
September 16th Sunday
September 30th Sunday
October 14th
October 27th

Sunday
Saturday

December 2nd

Sunday

SAM1066 Meeting, Salisbury Plain
(Croydon Wakefield Day)
London Gala & Space, Salisbury Plain
BMFA 4th Area Competitions
BMFA Free-flight Nats, Barkston
BMFA Free-flight Nats, Barkston
BMFA Free-flight Nats, Barkston

Southern Gala, Salisbury Plain
Crookham Gala, Salisbury Plain
BMFA 7th Area Competitions
SAM1066 Meeting, Salisbury Plain
(Croydon Coupe Day)
BMFA 8th Area Competitions
Midland Gala, North Luffenham
Grande Coupe de Brum, Luffenham

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!
For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website –
www.SAM1066.org
For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org
For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check the website
www.SAM35.org
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066
–
www.sam1066.org
Flitehook, John & Pauline
–
www.flitehook.net
Mike Woodhouse
www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
GAD
www.greenairdesigns.com
BMFA Free Flight Technical Committee www.freeflightUK.org
BMFA
www.BMFA.org
BMFA Southern Area
www.southerarea.hamshire.org.uk
SAM 35
www.sam35.org
MSP Plans
www.msp-plans.blogspot.com
X-List Plans
www.xlistplans.demon.co.uk
National Free Flight Society (USA)
www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban
www.vintagemodelairplane.com
David Lloyd-Jones
www.magazinesandbooks.co.uk
Belair Kits
www.belairkits.com
Wessex Aeromodellers
www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website
www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC
www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans
www.outerzone.co.uk
Vintage Radio Control
http://www.norcim-rc.club
Model Flying New Zealand
http://www.modelflyingnz.org

Are You Getting Yours?

Membership Secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not
hearing from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not
told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address
(snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.
If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor John Andrews

